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Snapshot

Thursday:

Parshat Behar-Bechukotai 5769

e Many of the Rabbanim spoke to mark the yahrzeit of
Rav Lipman Podolsky zt"l.

Shabbat:

® The entire Yeshiva spent Shabbat in Chevron.

Monday:

® Many students made the trip up to Meron to spend
the evening of Lag B'Omer at Rabbi Shimon Bar

Yochai's grave.

® The Yeshiva ran the official Kotel Bonfire.

Tuesday:

Lag B'Omer a the Kbte/

e HaRav Chizkiyahu Nebenzahl hosted a Lag B'Omer

chug in his home.

® The Yeshiva held a BBQ on the porch in honor of Lag

B'Omer.

® HaRav Bina delivered a special Lag B'Omer sicha.
e HaRav Korn lead a chug in NY for YNA alumni at the
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home of Darren Levin (5761-62).

Chevron Shabbaton

by Mimon Mamane, Shana Alef - Hebrew Academy, Montreal

Throughout this year I have been hearing from the Shana Bet guys that
one of the highlights of the year is the Shabbos in Chevron. I boarded
the bus with eager anticipation and I must say I was not the least bit
disappointed. Shabbos began with an inspiring and simcha-filled
Kabbalat Shabbat at Me'arat HaMachpela followed by a delicious seudat
Shabbat together with approximately 100 students from Yeshivat Shavei Chevron.
The ruach was very uplifting as we sang and schmoozed for hours. The following
morning, we davened Shacharis in the Yeshiva followed by a Kiddush. The morning
Seudat Shabbat was even livelier than the previous night and at a certain point we all
got up and began dancing around the table singing our favorite Shabbos melodies.

Shabbos afternoon featured a three-hour break in which many took the opportunity
to sit and learn in the Beis Midrash while others went back to their rooms for a true
menuchat Shabbat. We were then given a tour of Chevron where we witnessed from
close up the beautiful yet challenging life of Jews who have chosen to live in Chevron.
We were told about the 3000 year history of the city and the struggle for a Jewish
presence there since the 1929 massacre. We returned to Yeshivat Shavei Chevron for
Shalosh Seudos where the featured speakers were Rav Bina and Mr. Baruch Merzel.
The Israelis found Rav Bina quite entertaining. Following the conclusion of Shabbat
we made our way to Kever Rachel where we davened and sang with great fervor - it

was a very moving experience.

There is no doubt that this was one of the most amazing Shabbatot of the year. As
for me personally, I have developed newfound respect for the residents there. Their
messirut nefesh for keeping Torah alive in this holy city is incredible. They are
unbelievably warm and the exemplary way in which they relate to their guests and
soldiers stationed there is a great Kiddush Hashem. My respect for the soldiers
protecting the lives of the Jews of Chevron has also grown. The respect between the
soldiers and the local residents is truly heartwarming - even secular soldiers
participated in the davening and meals. I now feel a strong connection to my Jewish
roots in Chevron and to the people who fight daily to keep these roots alive. May
Hashem protect them and keep them out of harm's way and bring Moshiach
BiMeherah BiYameinu. Good Shabbos.

Poland Journal, Day 4

For the next few weeks we will be sharing with you excerpts from the
many personal journals kept by our students who toured Poland. The
following was written by Ariel Waintraub, Shana Alef - MTA, Teaneck. ;

I am at the train-tracks to "Planet Auschwitz", with 2 box cars which were =% J

used to bring elders, adults, and the youth to their gruesome deaths, the cars that
took them to their hell.... With just the sounds of the wind, birds, and feet rustling we
begin our walk to "Planet Auschwitz". There are houses around the camp, looking like
they were eye withesses to the horrifying sight of death.... In the distance I see the
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gates to hell - Auschwitz. I see the place where my grandfather zt"l was tortured ... I
think to myself, I am going to see what my Zaide zt'l went through, the bunkers, the
trains, the crematoriums, and the camp that destroyed his family and tried to destroy
him. They failed, because I am here - a religious Jew studying what he studied before
the war, learning Hashem's Torah in Eretz Yisrael!.... We entered the camps, and the
first thing that we see is the area where the Nazis made the decision whether you
should go to the crematoriums or to the labor camp
- known as the selection. Numbers were assigned
to the people who were sent to the labor camps...
People were placed in 2 lines- women and children
in one line and men in the other line. The
crematorium consumed 5000-7000 lives daily -
numbers that the mind cannot fathom. In the end
1.5 million people were massacred in Auschwitz-
Birkenau... We walked into the crematorium which

- was demolished after the war, but the roof still
stands. We stood there where millions suffocated from the gas chamber and burned
in huge ovens... We cried, we sang Ani Maamin, we lit candles, we remembered. (We
remember what Hitler y"sh did to the Jewish people, but we are still here, kicking and
screaming)... And then we left Auschwitz, alive, no one trying to kill us, announcing
to the world that Hitler y"sh failed.

Rav Nebenzahl on Parshat Behar-Bechukotai

HaRav Nebenzahl asks that his Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's
sermon

MAN IS PRICELESS

A PERSON'S SPIRITUAL VALUE IS INFINITE

The end of Parshat Bechukotai teaches us that a person may pledge
his own value or that of another person to the Beit HaMikdash.
There are two possible values that can be assigned to an individual - damim - a
monetary value based on his worth as a slave in the open market at that
moment, and erech - a fixed value based on age and gender irrespective of
physical condition. These latter values are assigned at the end of our parsha
(e.g. one who pledges the value of a man between the ages of twenty and sixty
has in effect pledged fifty shekels to the Beit HaMikdash, while the value of a
woman in the same age bracket is thirty shekels). The mitzvah of Pidyon HaBen,
the redeeming of the firstborn son, is another example where we find the Torah
assigning an absolute value (five selah) to a person, regardless of how successful
the child will become.

Perhaps we can explain that the monetary value is one's physical worth - his
value in terms of manpower, this can be measured in the open market. Erech on
the other hand refers to a person's spiritual worth. Given that a human being's
spiritual value is infinite, the Torah saw fit to assign a fixed rate. Why then are
there differences in value based on the factors mentioned above (age and
gender)? A person's ability to perform mitzvot varies depending on his stage of
life. We do not find varying rates within the age and gender category depending
on the person's health or on whether or not he is learned. There is even an
opinion in the Gemara that a non-Jew also has an erech value.
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The value of a human being is greater than all the items in the world, all the
money, silver, and gold combined. We may violate the Shabbat to save a human
being, but we may not do so in order to save our gold and silver. A human being
is priceless and it is therefore impossible to measure his value - the Torah
therefore had to designate a price.

ERETZ YISRAEL 1S MEASURED BY A SPIRITUAL YARDSTICK

A person cannot pledge the erech of a utensil or an animal because one cannot
assign a spiritual value to these items. There is only one item, apart from human
beings, to which the Torah assigned a fixed value. We read in our parsha: "if a
man consecrates a field from his ancestral heritage to Hashem, the valuation
shall be according to its seeding: an area seeded by a '‘chomer' of barley for fifty
silver shekels.

If he consecrates his field from the Jubilee Year, it shall remain at its valuation.
And if he consecrates his field after the Jubilee, the Kohen shall calculate the
money for him according to the remaining years until the Jubilee Year, and it
shall be subtracted from its valuation" (Vayikra 27:16-18). Based on the above
idea it appears that similar to man, the value of Eretz Yisrael is not measured in
purely economic terms.

The essence of Eretz Yisrael is as a place in which to serve Hashem and observe
mitzvoth, its value is thus infinite. Any monetary value can only be assigned by
the Torah.

The Torah relates in Parshat Vayishlach: "he (Yaakov) bought the parcel of land
upon which he pitches his tent" (Bereishit 33:19). The Ibn Ezra comments on
this pasuk that one who acquires an ancestral land in Eretz Yisrael is likened to
one who has purchased an inheritance in the Next World. Chazal tell us "Better
one hour of spiritual bliss in the World to Come than the entire life of this world"
(Avot 4:23). This "one hour" is the equivalent of passing by a royal feast and
just smelling the aroma. This whiff of the Next World is better than the entire life
in this world. In a similar fashion, the value of land in Eretz Yisrael, like an
inheritance in the Next World, is priceless. Rashi in his usual concise manner
teaches that true performance of mitzvoth can only be performed in Eretz
Yisrael. The Ramban elaborates on this theme. Observance of mitzvoth outside of
Israel is only in order to "Make road markers for yourself" (Yirmiyahu 31:20).
Although the Torah tells us "it is a Sabbath for Hashem in all your dwelling
places" (Vayikra 23:3), the essential mitzvah is in Eretz Yisrael. There is no
value we can possibly assign to a me-ein olam haba, the Torah therefore
assighed a value.

"MAN IS SLIGHTLY LESS THAN HASHEM"

We must be aware of how important we are - a human being is not simply an
animal with two legs, but has spiritual capabilities as well. Our value is priceless.

David Hamelech declared "when I behold Your heavens, the work of Your fingers"
(Tehillim 8:4) - what a vast universe we live in measuring tens of millions of
light years. David HaMelech continues: "What is frail man that You should
remember him, and the son of mortal man that You should be mindful of him"
(ibid. 5). Man is so insignificant in so vast a creation. The Milky Way is a minute
portion of the creation, the Solar System a small part of the Milky Way, the earth
a miniscule portion of the universe, Yerushalayim a very tiny portion of the
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earth. Me? I am so insignificant, the space I take up in Yerushalayim is hardly
noticeable! If so, "what is frail man that You should remember him?" Man
appears almost non-existent in this vast universe, he has no value or
importance. David, however, immediately claims: "Yet, you have made him but
slightly less than Elokim" (ibid. 6).

Am I only slightly less than Hashem? Although Chazal tell us that this pasuk
refers to Moshe Rabenu (see Rosh Hashana 21b), this is because Moshe was the
only one to attain this level. Every human being, however, has the potential to
reach this state of perfection. If I am so insignificant, how is it that you have
made him but slightly less than Elokim? How can this be? Hashem is infinite and
me? I perhaps take up four amot according to the measurement of HaRav Chaim
Naeh (certainly not the measurements of the Chazon Ish!). Hashem "lives
forever and endures to eternity". Me? If only I will live my full one hundred and
twenty years. Hashem is All-Powerful and knows all, while I have no power and
know almost nothing!

MAN RULES OVER THE CREATION

The pasuk continues "You give him dominion over Your handiwork, You place
everything under his feet" (Tehillim 8:7). Does man rule over creation? If I go
out on a hot day I will get a headache, on a cold day I will get a sore throat. If I
were to cross the street on a red light, it is not the car that will be under my feet
but, G-d forbid, the opposite. Where then do we see "you place everything under
his feet"? All I see under my feet are shoes and socks!

On a physical level man does not rule over the creation. Spiritually, however, it
is man who rules. Man's mitzvoth, good deeds (or the contrary), determine how
the world is run. Every word of Torah that we learn, every act of chesed we
perform, every prayer we recite, even our failures, carry incredible weight. With
this in mind, we can now understand the verse "You have made him but slightly
less than Elokim". It is man who, so to speak, dictates to Hashem what will be.
We are the ladder which the angels climbed in Yaakov Avinu's dream.

THE IMPORTANCE OF FEELING IMPORTANT

It is cited in the name of the Vilna Gaon that a person cannot succeed without
kavod - without feeling a sense of importance. This certainly does not imply that
a person should demand kavod, not only should he not demand it but he should
do his utmost to honor and respect others. What it means here is that a person
requires self-esteem in order to survive, to realize his own self-worth and the
worth of every Jew and human being. When my Rebbe HaGaon HaRav Yechezkel
Levinstein zt"l was an elderly man, he found it difficult to speak even to a young
bachur who stood while he sat: "I can't talk to a tzelem Elokim who stands while
I sit" - such was the respect he had for other human beings. Of course, just as
we must be cognizant of our own value, we must accord kavod to others.

Chazal teach us that when a person arrives in the Next World he will be asked
"himlachta et Konecha" "Did you crown your Creator?" Did you accept Hashem as
King upon yourself? He will then be asked: "himlachta et chaverecha" "Did you
crown your fellow Jew?" We must realize that human beings, even non-Jews are
created in the image of Hashem. How much more so must we honor the King's
children, and even more so those who study the Torah? Just as we must realize
our own importance, we must understand the importance of our fellow Jews.

MOTHER'S DAY AND WIFE'S DAY - EVERY DAY OF THE YEAR
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Just as we must strive to perform more and more mitzvoth in the realm of "bein
adam laMakom" "between man and Hashem", we must also strive to perform
mitzvoth and acts of chesed towards our fellow Jew. We have spoken about the
importance of seeing the greatness of every Jew, this applies especially when
speaking of the relationship between husband and wife. The marital bond must
be based on mutual love and respect. They must constantly strive to make the
other person happy. I saw a sign in the hall reminding the boys that Sunday was
Mother's Day. In Judaism we don't have one Mother's Day - there are 365
Mother's Days. Every day is also Wife's Day. Obviously women must also strive
to be good to their husbands, but I am now speaking to a group of future
husbands. A man must appreciate all that his wife does for him, including giving
him the greatest gift anyone can give another - children.

Last week I had the privilege of delivering a sicha to our second year students on
the topic of Sholom Bayit - creating peace and harmony between man and wife.
We mentioned, among other topics, that there is much written in Chazal about a
man having to honor his wife. Shir HaShirim is an allegory of the love between
Hashem and Knesset Yisrael written as a love between man and wife. This means
that the man, from this perspective, should follow in the ways of Hashem by
showing unbridled love to his wife. Hashem only gives - he does not take
anything for Himself. Certainly there is so much that the wife gives the husband,
including the most precious gift of all - his children, and there is nothing wrong if
the husband accepts. However, as much as he possibly is able, he should have a
desire to give.

How does Hashem feel about the Jewish people? After Bnei Yisrael crossed Yam
Suf en route to the desert, their bitachon having already undergone several
difficult trials which they passed - one of these tests took place while still in
Egypt: "the Children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Sukkot ... nor had they
made provisions for themselves" (Shmot 12:37-39). Rashi writes: "this tells the
praise of Israel, that they did not say 'how can we go out to the wilderness
without provisions?' rather they believed and went" (Rashi Shmot 12:39). Almost
one thousand vyears later, when Hashem was about to destroy the Beit
HaMikdash as a result of the people's sins, Hashem recalls this faith: "I
remember for your sake the kindness of your youth, the love of your bridal days,
how you followed Me in the Wilderness in an unsown land" (Yirmiyahu 2:2).

After all the trials and tribulations, after many infractions by the Jewish nation,
Hashem still fondly recalls the beginning of His relationship with the Jewish
nation. By the same token we should love our wives as if each day was a
recreation of our wedding or engagement. We followed Hashem in the desert,
lead by Moshe Rabenu, without food or drink and without knowing what would
become of us. By the same token a kallah follows her husband, who is generally
still a young bachur, without knowing what life with him will bring. Will he
become a talmid chacham? Will he become a successful businessman? The
husband must always be grateful that his wife followed him without knowing
what was in store for her.

ON THREE THINGS THE WORLD STANDS

The Mishna states: "On three things the world stands: on the Torah, on the
Temple service, and on deeds of lovingkindness" (Pirke Avot 1:2). Does the
world not stand on the merit of any of the other six hundred and thirteen
mitzvoth, why were these three specifically chosen? It seems to me that these
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are the three primary categories of achieving closeness with Hashem, all other
ways may be viewed as subcategories.

Man was created as a tzelem Elokim - in the image of Hashem. This means that
we must try to emulate the ways of Hashem as much as possible and in this way
to cleave to Him.

TORAH: By studying Torah we become close to Hashem on an INTELLECTUAL
level and can gain some insight into His thoughts. We must realize that a human
being in no way can comprehend Hashem's thoughts, as the prophet says: "As
high as the heavens over the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and
My thoughts than your thoughts" (Yeshayahu 55:9). When a brilliant scholar,
wise in the wisdom of Torah, or /ehavdil in the sciences, speaks, we may have
difficulty understanding his words due to their profundity, but in the final
analysis his thought process is no different than that of other human beings. He
thinks in a causal manner - there is a cause and effect. The Gemara asks a
question, and therefore provides an answer. Tosafot poses a difficulty and as a
result reaches a conclusion. We lead our daily lives in such a manner as well: we
are hungry so we go and buy food. Man's life is based on reasoning and logic,
but Hashem is above all reason and He is the Reason for all reasons. No cause
can require Hashem to do anything, Hashem's thoughts differ totally from our
understanding of the term "thought", such that not only are we unable to reach
the depths of His understanding, we cannot even attribute the notion of
"thought" to Him.

Even someone as great as Moshe with all the Torah that he learned and
continues to learn for the past thousands of years in Gan Eden, cannot fully
understand the Torah or Hashem's thoughts. Yet Hashem gave us the Torah as a
way in which we can get some inkling and come close to Hashem's thoughts.

AVODA: Avoda, or service, is the way in which we approach Hashem
EMOTIONALLY. When man brings an offering upon the Altar, he should feel as if
it is himself that he is sacrificing. If the offering is a chatat - sin offering, then he
feels as if it is himself who deserves to be slaughtered upon the altar. If he is
bringing a nedava - a donation, he should wish he could give himself as a gift to
Hashem. Avraham Avinu was ready to offer his only son, and would have done so
had Hashem not prevented him: "do not stretch out your hand against the lad"
(Bereishit 22:12). If Avraham Avinu was not permitted to offer his son, then we
certainly cannot permit any form of human sacrifice. Instead, Hashem gave us
the possibility of bringing animals, fowl, or Mincha offerings. We should feel,
however, the desire to be ourselves sacrificed upon the Altar.

Today, we are no longer able to offer sacrifices. We try to achieve that same
closeness to the A-Imighty through our prayers. We have a tremendous
opportunity to stand before Hashem three times a day and to speak to Him - as
a son stands before his father. We thank Him for all the good He has given us,
and request that He will continue to shower us with good - with wisdom,
repentance, forgiveness, redemption, and whatever we may need. We have an
incredible opportunity, to bless Hashem one hundred times a day! It is known
that people travel great distances to receive the bracha of a Rebbe or talmid
chacham. This is only done on rare occasions such as prior to the Yamim Noraim,
or for a shidduch, etc. In our case, Hashem lowers Himself, so to speak, to us -
the dust of the earth. One hundred times daily He belittles Himself in order to
receive our bracha. This is an incredible opportunity for closeness. We should
desire to extend our prayers longer and longer, rather than attempt to conclude
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them in the quickest way possible. We are unable to spend our entire day in
prayer, for we are obligated to study Torah as well. If we had the opportunity,
however: "if only it were that man spend the entire day in prayer" (Brachot
21a). If we are unable to pray all day, the least we should do is make sure we do
not daydream during the little time we are able to spend in prayer.

GEMILLUT CHASSADIM: Gemillut Chassadim is the way we cleave to Hashem
through our ACTIONS. We have said that we cannot apply the idea of causality
when speaking of Hashem, yet our minds can only follow a line of reasoning.
When we attempt to explain the reason Hashem created the world, we must say
that it was to provide good for all His creations. Hashem "searched" for whom to
provide this good, and because no one existed yet, He had to create the world -
beginning with the administering angels and ending with man, vegetation,
insects, and the rest of the creation. "Hashem is good to all, His mercies are on
all His works" (Tehillim 145:9) - each element of creation serves a purpose and
can receive Hashem's goodness. The more a person gives the closer he comes to
Hashem and the more he takes, the more he distances himself from Him.

GIVING FOR THE SAKE OF TAKING, TAKING FOR THE SAKE OF GIVING

The following parable from R' Sholom Schwadron zt"l illustrates this point very
well: There are two storeowners who are selling the identical goods: The one
shopkeeper's sole purpose is a desire to help others, to give his fellow Jews
whatever they need, be it challa, meat, fish, etc. If he were to simply hand
everything out without accepting any payment in a very short time his supply
would be depleted and he would not have the means with which to replenish it.
In addition, he needs to be able to survive and feed his family in order to be able
to better serve his customers. He has no choice but to accept payment from his
customers. The other storeowner is selling the same goods but he is only
interested in making a profit and in taking from others. The problem he faces is
that if he were to simply hang up a sign "we receive money here", it is doubtful
that anyone would enter his store. The only choice he has is to provide goods for
his customers so that they should want to pay him.

These two shopkeepers work in an identical fashion - they provide merchandise
to customers and take money for it. What a difference, however, is there
between the two! The former's taking is a form of giving, for it is only a means
by which he can continue to give to others. The latter, on the other hand, gives
in order to take - his giving is the means by which he can continue to take from
others. The former's business brings him closer to Hashem, because he is
following in the ways of the A-mighty, just as He gives but never takes. While
with the other shopkeeper, the very same transactions distance him from
Hashem because he only takes.

We all need to take from this world, for we cannot live without air, food,
clothing, and water. However, we should try to give as much as possible. This
applies to every person, certainly to a man and wife. The man (the woman too,
but I am speaking here to a group of men) must try his best to be a giver. When
each side has a desire to give then this will create peace and harmony in the
home, otherwise the sholom bayit is in danger.

We must try as much as possible to emulate the ways of Hashem - to understand
that we are created in His image. It is our deeds and mitzvoth which sustain the
world. When we act appropriately then with Hashem's help the world will be
blessed.
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Staff Dvar Torah
by Rav Ami Merzel

Parshat Behar begins with a discussion on the mitzvah of shmitta. The
commentaries offer several explanations regarding this special
mitzvah. The Kli Yakar explains that the mitzvah of shmitta is meant to
instill in Klal Yisrael the idea of emunah and bitachon, faith and trust in
the A-mighty. Hashem was afraid the Jewish nation would enter Eretz
Yisrael, live off the Land, and credit their success to "kochi veotzem
yadi" "my strength and the might of my hand". By commanding the
people not to work on the Sabbatical Year and rely totally on Hashem, the people
would then realize that Hashem is the Provider during the other six years as well.

The Sforno offers a similar insight into this mitzvah: This week's parsha states: "If
you will say: what will we eat in the seventh year" - behold! we will not sow and not
gather in our crops" (Vayikra 25:21). Hashem's response will then be: "I will ordain
My blessing for you in the sixth year and it will yield a crop sufficient for the three
year period, you will sow in the eighth year, but you will eat from the old crop; until
the ninth year, until the arrival of its crop you will eat the old" (ibid. 22). The simple
understanding of the pasuk appears to be that Hashem is promising a great miracle
in which there will be a surplus during the sixth year which will sustain us through the
Seventh Year.

A more careful look at the Sforno provides us with an even deeper explanation:
Hashem will certainly provide a surplus as promised, for those with little faith who
ask "what will we eat". However, for those with a higher level of faith and trust who
will not ask "what will we eat", Hashem will provide them with an even greater
miracle - they will be able to live on much less.

When we realize that the same G-d Who has provided for us until now is the same
G-d Who has commanded us to let the Land lay fallow, then our needs will be
satisfied. The same person who toiled and worked hard for his living during the first
six years will be able to survive on less during the Sabbatical Year without feeling any

lack - what an amazing idea!

The past few decades have shown a tremendous financial boom in many parts of the
world such as the United States, England, and even here in Eretz Yisrael. However,
this past year we have seen a major reversal of this upward trend - the stock market
lost half its value, real estate has plummeted, and thousands of people have lost their
jobs. Due to certain unscrupulous investors, the Jewish community has been hit
particularly hard.

The Gemara in Massechet Brachot (5a) teaches us that when faced with hardships a
person must examine his actions, is he living his life in the way that Hashem wishes
him to? Our reaction should not be: "the market is cyclical, for years it has had its
ups and downs we just need to wait this one out." We must ask ourselves how we
lived our lives during the six years of prosperity. Did we give sufficient money to
tzdakah or was the money spent purely on luxuries. Did we thank Hashem when

things were going well or did we attribute our success to "kochi veotzem yadi"?

aHashem is sending us a message - the time has come to strengthen our emunah
and bitachon in Him. Hashem wants to shower us with good, all He asks from us is to
remember that He is the Source of all good.



Y NA Newsletter - Parshat Behar-Bechukotai: Chevron Shabbaton, Pola..

10 of 12

Alumni Dvar Torah
by Rav Moshe Leff ( 5746 ), Rebbe in Yeshiva Darchei Torah of Far Rockaway

Our parsha states:

"if your brother becomes impoverished and his hand falters in your proximity,
you shall hold on to him - converts and residents - so that he can live with you"

(Vayikra 25:35)

This teaches us that we are enjoined to reach out to our brother who has fallen on
hard times even before he has totally fallen (see Rashi). One who listens to the
impassioned please of his fellow man will surely be rewarded.

The midrash on this pasuk cites the following pasuk from Tehillim:

"praiseworthy is he who contemplates the needy, on the day of disaster
Hashem will save him" (Tehillim 41:1).

What is the connection between this pasuk in Tehillim and the above-cited pasuk in
the Torah? Is it merely quoted for support or is there a deeper significance?
Furthermore, why was it necessary for the Torah to state: "and his hand falters in
your proximity"?

HaRav Yoseph Konvitz, son-in-law of the Ridva"z explains that the mitzvah of tzdaka
is what distinguishes Jews from the rest of the world. In the non-Jewish world,
charity is limited to the wealthy upper class. Rarely do we find ordinary working
people involved in charity. Jewish people are rachmanim - compassionate, we give
out of compassion for our brethren not because it may be in style to give. We pity
those less fortunate than us, even if in reality we do not possess a significant amount
more than they do.

This is the meaning behind: "if your brother becomes impoverished and his hand
falters in your proximity" - even if your situation is in close proximity to his, even if
you are also in a difficult situation, you must reach out to your brother and help put
him back on his feet.

This is the underlying message behind the pasuk in Tehillim. The one who faces
difficult times, yet still has compassion for the plight of his fellow Jew, is the one who
is truly praiseworthy. Such a person has earned Hashem's blessing and deliverance
from his situation. The key to personal redemption is not to be so focused only on
yourself that you become blind to the plight of others. When you have the other
person in mind, when you are sensitive to their needs, then Hashem will bless you in
kind.

Rav Shach zt"l used to say that chesed begins with understanding and forethought.
We should constantly look around and examine the plight of those around us, always
trying to see how we can help our fellow Jew - this means we must look, think, and
then act. May we merit truly internalizing this lesson and being the beneficiaries of
the A-mighty's blessing.
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Visitor Log, Mazal Tov's, Tehillim List
Announcements from the Yeshiva

Mazal Tov:
The Yeshiva would like to wish a Mazal Tov to:

Yaacov (5765-66) and Cheryl Jacob on the birth of a baby boy.

Rabbi Yerachmiel and Dina Roness on the birth of a granddaughter.
Noam Insler (5765-66) on his engagement to Robin Kessel.

Yoni (5761-62) and Aviva Rochelle Freiden on the birth of a baby boy.
Yaacov (Madrich 5767) and Hila Prupis on the birth of a baby boy.

Visitors:
The following people have visited/learned in the Yeshiva:

e David Kreinberg (5743)
® Josh Salmon (5763)

Tehillim List
The following members of our extended YNA family need our tefilot:

Taube Yehudit bat Temma Gasia
Yitzchak ben Shayna Ita

Zev Eliezer ben Chaya Shayndel
Rueven ben Tova Chaya

Fruma bat Eeta

Moshe Zanvel ben Breindel
Sima Rivkah bat Eidel

Leah bat Eidel

Chaim Shmuel Moshe ben Golda
Aryeh Rephael ben Sarah
Chaya Sarah bat Fanya Luna
Yitzchak ben Tova

Fraida Rachel bat Sarah Milcha
Lea bat Bracha

Miriam Rivka bat Adina Leah
Dina Sarah bat Shaindel Mira
Tali bat D'vorah Bina

Tobah Pessal bat Esther
Nachum Tzvi ben Ratza

Lottie Adina bat Claudia

Orly bat Yaerah

Miriam Naomi bat Sarah
Yehudis Sara bas Esther

Dov Eliyahu ben Mindel Hudis
Rahamim ben Miriam

Hinda bat Sara Leah

Rivka Zelda bat Bracha

Miriam Leba bat Esther

Dovid Ben Miriam

Yaackov Chaim Meir ben Miriam
Avraham ben Leah
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Please, if you have any smachot or chas v'shalom, less happy occasions, let
our office know so we can keep everybody updated. Are you visiting Israel? -
let us know! We'd love to host you for a shabbat meal, davening, a shiur and
would love for you to stop by.

Shabbat Shalom,

HaRav Aharon Bina, Netiv Aryeh
Yeshivat Netiv Aryeh

Yeshivat Netiv Aryeh | Western Wall Plaza | One Hakotel Street | POB 32017 | Jerusalem | 91319 | Israel
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